iS4                      SAVANTVADI STATE
a considerable transit trade existed between Belgaum and Vengurla. The trade is now purely local, the imports being valued at 5^ lakhs and the exports at Rs. 2,500.
There are no railways; but an excellent trunk road from the seaport of Vengurla passes through the State, leading by an easy gradient over the Western Ghats to Belgaum. The other chief lines of communication with the Deccan are the Ram ghat, the Talkat ghat, and the Phonda#40/. In 1904 a branch road to Malewad was constructed to facilitate the sea-borne trade via Araonda.
In 1791 the rain failed shortly after the country had been plundered by the Raja of Kolhapur, and scarcity ensued. In 1821 excessive rain destroyed the crops. The State is liable to local floods caused by the rapid falling and overflowing of its mountain streams. In 1883-4 some damage to the crops was done by locusts, and again in 1902-3 and 1903-4.
For administrative purposes the area of the State is divided into the three subdivisions of Vadi, Banda, and Kudal. Under the supervision of the Political Agent, who is aided by an minis ra ion. ^ssjstant p0]itical Agent, the revenue and magisterial charge of each of these fiscal subdivisions is placed in the hands of an officer styled Kamavisdar. Appeals in revenue matters lie from the Political Agent to the Commissioner, Southern Division. Land is divided into four classes : namely, State, alienated, rented, and ryotwari. State lands are either crown lands or private lands, the latter being the personal property of the chief. Both classes are managed by the revenue officials, and are let to the highest bidder for a fixed term of years. Alienated lands are classed as inam^ held free either in perpetuity or during the lifetime of the holder; dastibad^ which are rare and are liable only to the payment of certain cesses; and devsu, or religious lands, the produce of which is devoted to temples. Rented or khoti lands are tilled or sublet to others by the khot, who pays a certain fixed sum to the State, and in turn receives a certain share of the produce from his sub-tenants. Ryotwari or peasant-held lands pay a fixed assessment, as in British territory. The State has been surveyed and a regular settlement introduced since 1877. By its completion in 1895-6, the land revenue was increased from 1-8 to 2-7 lakhs. The rates per acre vary from i anna to 6 annas for 'dry7 land, Rs. 5 to Rs. 14 for garden land, and Rs. 4 to Rs. 7 for rice land.
There are 5 civil courts exercising original jurisdiction, of which 3 are permanent and 2 are temporary. The Desai of Parma presides over an honorary court of Small Causes; the fifth court is that of the Registrar of the Small Cause Court. The Chief Judge has appellate jurisdiction, and the Political Agent exercises the powers of a High